The Arc Informer
Volume 17 Issue 4

A Christmas Miracle
By Melanie LaSalle

In the spirit of Christmas, centuries ago before the
arrival of the man called Jesus, early Europeans celebrated light and birth in the
darkest days of winter. Many
peoples rejoiced during the
winter solstice, when the
worst of the winter was behind them and they could
look forward to longer days
and extended hours of sunlight.
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In Scandinavia, the Norse celebrated Yule from December 21st, the
winter solstice, through January. In
recognition of the return of the sun,
fathers and sons would bring home
large logs, which they would set on
fire. The people would feast until the
log burned out, which could take as
many as 12 days.
The Norse believed that each
spark from the fire represented a new
pig or calf, that would be born during
the coming year.
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Don’t forget about the costume contest!
For your furry babies.
(Dog, Cats, Hamsters, Chickens, etc.)
Judging will take place through Zoom on December 3rd at 1:00
PM (Please note the time change from 12:00 PM)
We will be using the zoom login 801-904-6513 without a Password.

There will be 3 winners
1st 2nd and 3rd place.
Let’s have fun and be creative.
PLEASE BE GENTLE WITH YOUR PETS!!!
You will be introducing your pet by stating his/her:
-Name
-Their Costume
-Age
-How long you have had him/her
-Favorite toy or blanket
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A Christmas Miracle
By Melanie LaSalle
What is Christmas?
Is it about the presents,
no, in fact it’s about
the celebration of Jesus,
our Lord.
In Jerusalem, under
the Star of David,
Mary and Joseph gave
birth to their first
born, a son, whom
they named Jesus.
He was wrapped up
in swaddling clothes,
and he laid in a manger.
And then the 3 Wise Men came
upon the babe and they
Offered them gifts of
Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh.
From all the Newsletter editors & staff, we would like to wish
you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year 2021!
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Let people guess who you are! Submit your baby
picture to The Arc and let others guess which little
face belongs to you!
You can submit your baby picture to The Arc by:
Fax (209) 754-0753

Mailing to: The Arc
153 Bellview St.
San Andreas, CA. 95249
Or by E-mail
lgreen@arcofamador.org
Please submit your baby picture by December
18th. We will put together a collage of all the baby
photos for January’s newsletter and you will be
able to guess which photo belongs to which person.
The person who guesses the most baby faces correctly will win a prize.

Facts about December
By Suzanne Jasper






Christmas is on December 25th
This is the day that Jesus was born
December 7th is National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
This month also has the first day of Winter, on December
21st
Christmas is not the only holiday celebrated in December.
Many people who are Jewish do not celebrate Christmas,
but instead celebrate the holiday of Hanukkah. Hanukkah
begins on the 25th day of Kislev on the Jewish calendar,
which can occur anywhere from late November to late December. This year, Hanukkah beings on December 10th and
ends on December 18th. Hanukkah celebrates the Jewish
people reclaiming their holy temple that had been taken by
the Greek-Syrians.
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Riddles

By Katelyn Morock

1. Riddle: What do you find at the end of the line?
2. Riddle: What kind of room has no door s or windows?
3. Riddle: How can a man go 8 days without sleep?
4. Riddle: What kind of tree can you car r y in your
hand?
5. Riddle: If you have me, you want to share me. If
you share me, you haven’t got me. What am I?
Answers on Page 9

Comic Strip
By Eric Figel
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December 2020 Rebus
By Nicholas Knapik
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Solution on Page 9
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Gingerbread Cookies
Contributed By Katelyn Morock

INGREDIENTS
3/4 cup
(1 1/2 sticks) butter, softened

3/4 cup
packed brown sugar
2/3 cup
Molasses
1
large egg
1 tsp.
pure vanilla extract
3 1/4 cups
all-purpose flour
1 tbsp.
ground ginger
1 tsp.
baking soda
1 tsp.
ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp.
ground cloves
1/4 tsp.
ground nutmeg
1/2 tsp.
kosher salt

2" piece fresh ginger, grated (optional)
Zest of 1 orange (optional)
1/2 tsp.
finely ground black pepper (optional)

Sugar Cookie Icing, for decorating
Sprinkles, for decorating

Continued on page 9
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DIRECTIONS
In a large bowl using a hand mixer, beat butter, brown sugar, and molasses until fluffy,
about 2 minutes. Add egg and vanilla and beat until combined.
In a medium bowl, whisk flour, spices, baking soda, and salt until combined. With the
mixer on low, gradually add dry ingredients to wet ingredients, as well as fresh ginger,
orange zest, and black pepper (if using), until dough just comes together. (Do not overmix!)
Divide dough in half and create two discs. Wrap each in plastic wrap and chill until firm,
about 2 to 3 hours. (Alternatively, divide dough in half and roll each piece of dough between two pieces of parchment to 1/4" thick. Chill until firm.)
Preheat oven to 350° and line two large baking sheets with parchment paper. Place one
disc of dough on a lightly floured surface and roll until 1/4" thick. (Alternatively, peel off
both sheets of parchment from dough, then replace one sheet of parchment back underneath dough.) Cut out gingerbread men with a 3" wide cutter and transfer to baking
sheets.
Bake until slightly puffed and set, 9 to 10 minutes, depending on the size of your cookie
cutters. Let cool on baking sheets for 5 minutes before transferring to a cooling rack to
cool completely.
Repeat with remaining disc of dough. Decorate with icing and sprinkles as desired.

Riddle Answers

Rebus Solution

5. Solution: A secret
4. Solution: A palm tree
3. Solution: He only sleeps at night
2. Solution: A mushr oom
Chestnuts roasting on an open fire.

1. Solution: The letter E
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Pet of The Month
By Tracy Young
This is Stormy, a Shetland pony; he is the newest member to our family. One
day my daughter and I were going to garage sales and we came home with
stormy, after my daughter begged me for him. Every morning I run to my kitchen and open the window and say Hi to Stormy and he greets me with a loud
neigh. When we first brought Stormy home he didn’t really want to come to us.
Now Stormy will wait at the gate for attention. He likes to be brushed and go on
walks with us. We are still trying to get to know Stormy and earn his trust.
When we go outside Stormy will walk up to us, sometimes he does it expecting a
treat. We give stormy carrots and apples and special horse treats. We just built
the shelter for stormy in the picture so he can stay dry during the winter. We
love Stormy and can’t imagine him not being part of our family.
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December Weather
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December Birthdays



Danny Schumann

December 2



Joel Harper

December 4



Dakota Castle

December 23



Michael Powers

December 27



Brett Ashworth

December 27



Sean Hankins

December 28

